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Over the past few months, 

members of GALSWA have 

been engaged in a heated de-

bate about the existence of a 

ghost in the end room of the 

North Perth Lesser Hall.  
 

The choir is divided on the 

issue. Some members point to 

evidence such as the strange 

behaviour of the smoke alarm 

and doors slamming suddenly 

on wind-less nights to support 

the ghost theory. Others say 

that evidence is not needed as 

you can just feel the presence 

of something in the end room. 
 

On the other hand, many 

choir members argue that any 

ghosts would surely have 

been scared away by the 

Dancing in the Dark people 

and their truly atrocious mu-

sic. Some choir members re-

spond to that by saying that 

the ghost is likely in there 

dancing in the dark too.  

Below: Choir members (and partners) share their opinions about the existence of the ghost. Andrea: Iôll sic my dogs onto it 

(snigger). Cherie: Ghosts? Oh please! Simon: No comment. Saani: I shall submit my comment in writing. Sharon: A ghost - ha! 

If there is a ghost in the hall, 

who is it and why does it lin-

ger? Perhaps there is more 

than one ghost. Certainly 

GALS seems to be particu-

larly unlucky in retaining 

new men for the choir - per-

haps a result of the Ghosts of 

Male Members Past.  
 

Of course, the ghost may be 

much older than GALSWA 

and may date back to the 

time that the hall was in fact 

a mental hospital.  
 

And if there is a ghost, what 

is to be done about it? Re-

cent suggestions for solving 

the problem include scaring 

it away by a repeat perform-

ance of the last note of ñOld 

Black Magicò as sung in the 

GALS concert. Further sug-

gestions and sightings are 

welcome and should be re-

ported to the Rhubarb editor 

for further investigation. 

Mysterious Spirit Sighted 
 

At GALSô recent Christmas picnic, a very 

mysterious figure was seen lurking behind the 

trees. A Rhubarb photographer was lucky 

enough to snap a shot of this strange being, 

however the nature of this ghostly creature is 

still unknown. Is she a friend or foe? Does she 

haunt Hyde Park or could this perhaps be the 

ghost of the North Perth Town Hall wanting to 

be part of the picnic festivities? The mystery 

remains unsolved... 
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This year has been a particularly chaotic and 

tumultuous one for me. Quest Lifelearning (the 

organisation I run) has gone well but has been 

very intense and insanely busy. My personal life 

however, has resembled the picture to the right - 

shattered, wrecked, broken apart and other 

words of that nature, although itôs certainly been 

dotted with some sweet spots too!  

 

Like the gingerbread cottage, just because itôs in 

pieces doesnôt mean itôs not still good and the 

storm of my personal life has been part of my 

ongoing journey. One of things which has really 

helped me deal with some very difficult situa-

tions this year has been the presence of GALS. 

It makes such a difference to know that each 

week, thereôs somewhere I can go where Iôll leave 

feeling uplifted from the wonderful music, the joy of 

singing, the fun and laughter and from being around 

such inspiring, talented and caring people.  
 

I know Iôm not the only one who has had difficulties 

this year, and a conversation at our picnic was yet 

another reminder for me not to judge others because 

you just never know whatôs really going on in their 

lives or what theyôre dealing with underneath the nor-

mal-seeming façade.  
 

I love being part of such a brilliant bunch of quirky, 

unique and amazing individuals and am deeply grateful 

for who you all are and for having GALS in my life!!  

Have a marvelous Christmas. xxx Saani 

The  Great Christmas Carol Debate 

Liz W was delighted to get basket full 

of goodies for her Evil Santa present. 

The festive basket was stuffed full of 

exceedingly useful things that every-

one needs such as miniature pegs, 

cocktail umbrellas, spiral straws, icy-

pole containers and other essential 

items. What she didnôt realise how-

ever, was that at the bottom of the bas-

ket lay a big surprise. 
 

When the Santa game was over, Liz 

examined her loot in detail and discov-

ered a bottle of Opium scented oil. The 

photo opposite shows Lizôs joy at this 

unexpected find and shows her partner 

Sue advising her to quickly hide her 

treasure before it was seen and she was 

demanded to share with others. 
 

Liz quickly hid the bottle away, how-

ever if she appears overly silly at future 

rehearsals, weôll know what oil sheôs 

been burning. The question remains 

however, as how the bottle came to be 

in Lizôs present in the first place, as itôs 

unlikely that any of the GALS members 

would have put it there. The Rhubarb 

can only presume that Liz was visited 

by a really Evil Santa! 

Following the Battle of the Scarves be-

fore GALSô trip to Denmark, GALS 
enjoyed a brief period of relative peace 

before being thrown into yet another war 

- this time, over Christmas Carols.  
 

Appropriately led by Carole, the pro-
carol team argued passionately for tradi-

tional Christmas songs and their inclu-
sion in our end of year festivities. They 

cited examples of carol singing in past 

years, cunning stated that when sung 
with good arrangements, carols could be 

lovely and tried to convince dissenters 

that everyone loves Christmas carols. 
The captain of Team Carol(e) can be 

seen in the photo opposite plotting new 
strategies for trying to deviously sneak 

carols into the GALS repertoire.  

The opposing team was led by an equally 

passionate Claire, seconded by Saani. 
Claire used her position of power as GALS 

musical director to determinedly defy tradi-

tion and attempt to baffle her rivals with 
scintillating arguments about how óFields 

of Goldô and óWhat a Wonderful Worldô 
really do fall into the category of Christmas 

carols.  
 

At present, Claireôs team appears to be 
winning however it is rumoured that 

Caroleôs team may be plotting guerrilla 
tactics in a desperate last minute attempt to 

overthrow Claireôs control and insert some 

conventional carols into the Loton Park 
program. Caroleôs team should be warned 

however, that Eli has been trained as a 

carol-detecting dog and will be sniffing 

Liz Finds Unexpected Surprise 

A Personal Note from the Editor 

peopleôs bags to discover illicit sheet mu-

sic, song books or traditional lyrics. Any-
one found with these illegal substances will 

be immediately forced to sing Thriller until           

                         they beg for mercy. 
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Evil Santa - a serious business! Amid much 

controversy, Cherie lays down the law about 

the rules of Evil Santa.  
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GALS Annual Christmas Picnic 

Jude returns from her daring rescue attempt 

of Andrea and her mum. It was feared that 

they would be lost in Hyde Park forever! 

Lisa triumphantly displays her 1000 piece 

jigsaw - if sheôs missing from choir, weôll 

know what sheôs busy doing. 

Queen Sharon reclines in her throne, whilst 

her loyal subjects pile gifts at her feet.  

Dave and Mini-Dave play frisbee together. 

Jordan gleefully displays his chocolates - 

gained through much cunning, scheming 

and manipulation! 

Mandy displays her soy sauce. The Rhubarb 

photographer is not sure whether she intends 

to drink it or not. 

Jackie displays her brand new blow-up 

mattress. She told Rhubarb reporters she 

has exciting plans for her new blow-up toy. 

Claire shows her delight at her new figurine. 

Rhubarb reporters have discovered that it 

was just what she always wanted. 

Carole tries to coax Eli into giving her 

Claireôs pink knives. 

Claire tries on the light-up cap - before yet 

another present is taken form her. 


